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Imprisonment was rare, and was usually in a monastery or
religious house. But the rod was the universal remedy, the
prescription and the cure for all evil-doing.

No hay tal razon, says the Spanish proverb, que la del boston,
a rule of life or of law, as Sancho Pansa has it, "as old as King
Wamba ". Yet even stripes could be avoided by a money pay-
ment, and the law prescribed with the utmost nicety the
pecuniary importance of every blow, according to the rank of
the condemned person, and that of the injured party. The
konestior or the Goth paid for his peccadilloes in cash^ the vilior
persona offended only at the expense of his back.

One law for the rich and another for the poor is taken at
the present day as the greatest possible denial of justice^ but
in Visigothic Spain there was not only a different law for every
purse, but almost for every person.